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ERIC LUMSDEN, AO — TRIBUTE 

Statement by Minister for Planning 

MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan — Minister for Planning) [12.10 pm]: I rise this afternoon to honour the late 
Eric Lumsden, former chairman of the Western Australian Planning Commission and Chair Commissioner of the 
City of Perth. Last month, Mr Lumsden was awarded a Member of the Order of Australia in the general division 
of the 2020 Australia Day Honours List. This honour is in recognition of his significant service to public 
administration and to the planning industry. Sadly, Eric passed away in December after a long illness, a few 
weeks before he received this award. His work within the public service stretched back more than 50 years. He 
started as a young cadet cartographer and rose through the ranks in both local and state government to become 
Western Australia’s most experienced planner. He served as chief executive officer of the City of Swan and the 
City of Melville before being appointed director general of the then Department of Planning and Infrastructure in 
2007. In 2013, he was appointed chairman of the Western Australian Planning Commission and on his retirement 
dutifully returned to public service as the Chair Commissioner of the City of Perth. 

Eric was known for his frank and fearless advice, and I can certainly confirm that he was both in his provision of 
advice to me. Over his long career, Eric oversaw many planning initiatives that have substantially contributed to 
the social, economic and environmental wellbeing of Western Australia. His work to develop the “State Planning 
Strategy” and the Perth and Peel@3.5 million planning framework have set a vision to accommodate our city’s 
population growth over the next 30 years. 

A devoted and much-loved family man, Eric was loyal, humble and generous. He was a great lover of fishing—it 
was his escape, providing an essential release that allowed him to think and contemplate. Eric always acted with the 
highest of integrity and gave a lifetime of devotion to his profession. The urban form of our city, from infrastructure 
corridors to transport systems, activity centres, environmental assets and residential developments, have all been 
influenced by Mr Lumsden. His many years of public service have shaped and will continue to shape vibrant, liveable 
communities into the future. 

Vale, Eric. 
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